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ANNUAL  MEETING. 


November  21,  1871. 
The  Union  met,  according  to  special  notice,  at  the  Church 
of  the  Saviour,  Pierrepont  Street,  at  half-past  seven  o'clock, 
President  Josiah  B.  Blossom  occupying  the  chair.  After  an 
anthem  by  the  choir  and  the  usual  religious  services,  the  min- 
utes of  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  previous  year  were  read 
and  approved. 

The  President  then  read  his  Annual  Report,  and  the  Treas- 
urer submitted  a  statement  of  the  financial  condition  of  the 
Union. 

The  election  of  officers  being  in  order.  Rev.  A.  P.  Putnam, 
chairman  of  the  nominating  committee,  presented  a  printed 
ticket  of  names  of  ladies  and  gentlemen  recommended  by  the 
Board  of  Managers  as  officers  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  Union  was  then  addressed  by  Rev.  Henry  Powers, 
Rev.  J.  Smith  Dodge,  Mr.  E.  S.  Mills,  and  Rev.  Dr.  Bel- 
lows, and  Rev.  G.  H.  Hepworth,  all  of  whom  spoke  earnestly 
and  eloquently  of  the  work  of  the  association. 

The  unanimous  election  of  the  ticket  presented  was  an- 
nounced, one  hundred  and  thirteen  (113)  votes  being  cast. 

The  following  officers  were  therefore  declared  elected  : 

President  JOSIAH  B.  BLOSSOM. 

First  Vice-President  CHARLES  P.  GERRISH. 

Second  Vice-President  Mrs.  ANNA  C.  FIELD. 

Secretary  Miss  MARY  HILLARD. 

Treasurer  SYLVESTER  SWAIN. 

/-  ISAAC  H.  CARY. 
Directors,  1871-4  \  MARY  HAVILAND. 

(  E.  A.  DOTY. 
1871-3  Rev.  HENRY  POWERS. 


A  collection  was  then  called  for  and  about  seventeen  hundred 
dollars  were  contributed,  after  which  the  meeting  adjourned  at 
a  late  hour. 

,  MARY  HILLARD,  Secretary. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

PRESIDENT,  MR.  JOSIAH  B.  BLOSSOM. 


Ladies  and  G-entlemen,  Members  and  Friends  of  the 
Union  for  Christian  "Work: — The  time  has  again  arrived 
when  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  President  of  this  institution  to 
submit,  on  behalf  of  its  Board  of  Managers,  the  annual  report, 
and  to  inform  you  fully  upon  its  condition ;  to  review  its  past,  to 
forecast  its  future ;  to  record  those  things  which  it  has  done,  and, 
if  need  be,  those  which  it  has  left  undone. 

I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  say  that,  so  far  as  we  can  see,  there 
exist  not  m^ny  of  the  latter  to  dwell  upon  ;  but  that,  on  the  con- 
trary, much  has  been  accomplished,  and  that  the  past  year  has 
been  one  of  improvement  and  progress. 

Before  speaking  at  length  of  our  gains  it  is  well  that  I  should 
allude  to  one  loss  the  institution  has  sustained.  I  refer  to  the 
resignation  of  its  late  President,  Mr.  Bipley  Ropes,  whose  retire- 
ment (feared  for  some  time,  as  I  afterwards  learned)  became  a 
fixed  fact  in  the  month  of  March  last.  In  the  position  of  First 
Yice-President,  however,  he  has  found  frequent  opportunities  of 
yielding  to  the  promptings  of  his  natural  bent  towards  the  fami- 
liar rooms  in  Fulton  Avenue,  so  that  it  comes  to  pass  that  the 
Union  still  remains  under  obligation,  for  many  things  done,  to  its 
former  President. 


In  Lis  report  read  in  this  church  last  November,  he  spoke  of 
the  "Union"  as  having  "fully  entered  upon  its  Christian  work 
with  no  misgivings  as  to  the  constant  enlargement  of  its  sphere 
of  usefulness  as  long  as  it  continues  to  receive  your  generous  sup- 
port."   Your  support  was  indeed  prompt  and  generous. 

Our  finances  were  speedily  placed  upon  such  a  footing  that  we 
could  look  confidently  into  tlie  future,  and  the     Union "  was 
enabled  to  continue  its  good  work  unhampered  by  those  money 
cares  which  so  often  cripple  the  most  useful  enterprises.  Ad- 
vanced, OS  it  now  is,  to  the  position  of  one  of  the  acknowledged 
beneficent  institutions  of  the  city  of  Brooklj^n,  the  experience  of 
the  past  year  has  made  still  clearer  the  conviction  that  it  fills  a 
special  place,  and  answers  a  special  need.    Differing  materially 
from  many  institutions  of  kindred  nature,  it  reaches  further  down 
into  the  strata  of  society,  its  dominant  idea  being  to  furnish  a 
place  of  resort  to  anybody  and  everybody — men,  boys,  and 
women,  too,  if  they  will  but  come — whose  pockets  are  so  nearlj- 
empty  that  they  must  needs  turn  away  from  other  places  where 
books,  papers,  and  rational  amusements  can  only  be  had  on  pay- 
ment of  a  sum  of  money,  though  that  sum  be  but  small.  A 
resort  where  there  exist  absolutely  no  conditions  of  membership 
except  orderly  behavior  and  a  reasonable  cleanliness  of  person ; 
where  newspapers,  magazines  and  books  can  be  had  for  the  ask- 
ing ;   where  instruction  and  harmless  amusement  are  fully  ac- 
corded to  all  who  come  ;  and  where  those  who  do  come,  especially 
the  boys,  are  surrounded  by  good  infiuencesj  which,  we  may  hope, 
will  go  far  towards  counteracting  those  evil  ones  which  so  beset 
the  path  of  all  young  life  in  large  cities. 

During  last  Winter  and  Spring  the  attendance  of  adults  in  the 
reading-room,  and  of  boys  in  the  two  floors  above,  was  most  grat- 
ifying, and  showed  a  steady  increase.  Fresh  comers  presented 
themselves  in  cpiick  succession  for  tickets  of  admission,  and  sup- 
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plied  tlic  places  of  those  whom  the  ever-changing  affairs  of  life 
caused  to  slacken  in  their  attendance.  The  classes  in  drawing, 
writing  and  reading  kept  up  their  full  number,  and  gave  evidence 
of  increasing  efficiency  as  more  system  was  introduced  into  their 
management,  and  the  instructors  became  more  accustonjcd  to  the 
work,  the  boys  at  the  same  time  learning  the  better  to  know  and 
respect  them.  The  improvement  was  such  in  the  drawing  and 
writing  classes,  that  prizes  were  given  in  the  Spring  to  the  most 
deserving  of  the  pupils,  Avhich,  though  articles  of  small  cost,  were 
no  doubt  matters  of  pride  to  the  recipients,  and  certainly  tended 
to  foster  that  spirit  of  emulation  which  is  so  serviceable  in  any 
enterprise  aiming  to  educate  the  young.  The  interest  of  the  boys 
is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  a  large  number  of  those  who  were 
the  most  regular  in  their  attendance  have  reappeared  this  Fall 
since  the  classes  were  resumed. 

At  the  regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  in  the  month 
of  June,  it  was  resolved  to  give  the  rooms  the  painting  and  reno- 
vation they  so  much  needed,  and  this  was  done  under  the  care  of 
the  committee  which  is  usually  appointed  for  the  charge  of  the 
Institutit^n  during  the  Summer  months.  The  rooms  were  neces- 
sarily closed  for  about  a  fortnight,  but  the  improvement  was  so 
decided  that  this  loss  of  time  was  amplj^  justified.  Visitors  can 
hardly  fail  to  be  struck  by  the  increased  pleasant  and  homelike 
appearance  of  the  rooms. 

In  March  last  it  was  proposed  to  add  to  the  Institution  the 
feature  of  a  Savings  Bank,  to  the  end  that  the' boys  might  be 
encouraged  to  adopt  habits  of  care  and  economy.  Deposits  of 
small  sums  speedily  followed,  until  a  total  of  fifty  dollars  was 
reached  :  which,  though  small  in  itself,  is  yet  large  when  we 
consider  the  pennies  of  which  it  is  composed.  Whether  small  or 
large,  this  inlluence  cannot  be  otherwise  than  good. 

There  has  also  been  established  among  the  boys,  and  by  the 
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boys,  an  association  christened  with  the  somewhat  imposing  name 
of  "The  Union  Band  of  Hope,"  having  for  its  aim  the  advance- 
ment of  principles  of  temperance,  and  other  objects  of  like  nature. 
On  each  Wednesday  evening  this  juvenile  association,  now 
numbering  about  forty-five  boys,  holds  its  meetings  in  the  upper 
room  of  the  building,  has  its  debates,  and  doubtless  the  members 
communicate  something  of  good,  each  to  the  other,  by  reason  of 
the  relations  there  established. 

The  Thursday  evening  entertainments  are  continued,  and  are 
eagerly  attended  as  before.  It  has  been  thought  best  to  modify 
them  in  two  respects,  viz.  :  not  to  have  them  so  frequently,  and 
not  to  annou-nce  them  beforehand,  so  as  to  lessen  the  labor  of 
those  who  get  them  up,  and  to  avoid  a  too  crowded  room  on  that 
particular  night  of  the  week.  In  some  mysterious  way,  however, 
the  boys  scent  it  out,  and  the  audience  is  reduced  only  to  a  num- 
ber that  the  room  will  conveniently  hold.  This  feature  of  amuse- 
ments proves  its  own  value,  and  commends  itself  more  and  more 
as  time  goes  on.  It  tends  to  keep  up  and  increase  the  attendance 
of  boys ;  it  adds  a  zest  to  the  pleasure  which  they  take  in 
frequenting  the  rooms  of  the  Institution,  and,  varied  as  it  is  with 
entertainments  of  instruction,  forms  one  of  its  most  effective 
departments.  The  committee  on  amusements  would  always  be 
glad  to  receive  any  outside  assistance  in  giving  variety  to  these 
Thursday  evening  entertainments.  The  interest  and  pleasure 
written  on  the  eager  faces  of  the  young  spectators  will,  I  am  sure, 
fully  reward  the  labors  of  those  who  aid  in  conducting  this  branch 
of  the  "  Union  "  work. 

At  2  o'clock  every  Saturday  afternoon  the  Ladies'  Sewing  Class 
meets  at  the  rooms,  and  on  its  register  are  the  names  of  one 
hundred  and  eighty  scholars,  out  of  which  number  there  is  an 
average  attendance  of  over  sixty.  The  instruction  there  imparted 
will  doubtless  be  to  many  of  the  girls  the  foundation  of  lives  of 
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self-supporting  industry,  and  hence  of  elevated  self-respect.  The 
number  of  teachers  in  this  sewing  class  is  hardly  adequate  to  its 
requirements,  and  the  ladies  trust  that  the  necessity  for  assistance 
will  be  responded  to  by  an  early  addition  to  their  numbers* 

The  reading-room  on  the  first  floor  for  adults,  though  subordi- 
nate to  the  rooms  above  for  boys,  is  yet  of  great  importance.  So 
far  this  Fall  it  has  been  attended  by  a  daily  average  of  eighty  to 
one  hundred  readers,  mostly  of  course  in  the  evening  after  the 
labors  of  the  day  are  over,  and  the  number  is  likely  to  increase 
as  the  cold  season  progresses.  For  the  good  reasons  given  in  the 
annual  report  of  the  late  President,  it  is  deemed  wise,  and  in 
accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the  age,  to  keep  this  room  open  on 
Sundays,  and  we  see  no  reason  to  make  a  change  in  this  respect. 
After  several  experiments,  the  hours  of  opening  have  been  fixed 
at  from  9J-  until  12  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  from  2  until  6 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  The  attendance  is  fair,  and  shows  that 
there  are  some  who  find  their  advantage  in  passing  a  few  quiet 
hours  on  Sunday  in  that  room.  It  is  very  possible  that  they 
might  be  in  a  much  worse  place  ! 

The  tables  continue  to  be  well  supplied  with  the  daily  and 
weekly  papers,  and  the  magazines,  both  religious  and  secular. 
The  readers  are  orderly,  attentive,  and,  so  far  as  we  can  see,  in- 
telligent. As  to  their  dispositions  and  characters,  we  cannot  speak 
as  we  can  of  that  of  the  boys.  The  faces  and  minds  of  men  are 
not  so  easily  read  as  are  those  of  open,  transparent  boyhood. 
Bat.  in  addition  to  this  reason,  there  is  another,  and  it  is  that  no 
forms  whatever  encumber  those  who  frequent  the  reading-room- 
no  admission  tickets,  no  registry  of  names ;  nay,  we  are  glad  to 
say  that  we  do  not  even  know  the  names  of  the  greater  number 
of  those  who  come.  There  is  a  sentiment  in  human  nature  which 
revolts  at  receiving  anything  gratuitously  to  which  an\^  forms  are 
attached,  and  we  feel  that  it  is  best  to  respect  it.    That  our  confi- 
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(lence  is  not  misplaced  in  thus  tlirowing  wide  open  the  doors  is 
proven  by  the  fact  that  there  does  not  exist  a  more  quiet  and 
orderl}^  reading-room  than  that  of  the  Union  for  Christian 
Work." 

Our  Library  is  not  what  it  should  be,  and  in  the  direction  of 
improving  it  there  is  much  to  be  done.  In  vievv^  of  the  limited 
means  at  our  disposal,  we  have  not  felt  authorized  to  undertake 
purchases  of  books  to  any  great  extent,  and  have  therefore  been 
compelled  to  rely  mainly  npon  contributions.  I  would  not  say 
a  word  against  contributions — we  want  them  all — but  we  want 
more.  We  want  a  fund  for  the  procuring  a  collection  of  books 
with  that  method  and  selection  which  purchases  for  money  only 
will  attain.  The  living  principle  of  a  library  is  growth,  and  though 
our  desires  are  quite  moderate  as  to  the  size  of  our  collection, 
there  is  no  doubt  that  its  usefulness  would  be  much  enhanced  b}^ 
the  addition,  from  time  to  time,  of  such  books  of  the  day  as  pos- 
sess undoubted  merit.  The  first  step  towards  intelligent  pro- 
gress in  this  direction  is  now  being  taken  in  the  compiling  of  a 
manuscript  catalogue  of  those  books  which  we  do  possess,  from 
which  we  can  judge  of  those  we  lack.  They  will  be  many,  no 
doubt,  but  I  trust  that  it  will  not  be  long  before  the  shelves  of  the 
Library  will  show  that  it  has  been  raised  to  a  point  of  excellence 
equal  to  its  importance  in  the  furnishing  out  of  a  really  service- 
able Fj-ee  Reading  Room.  The  "  Union  for  Christian  Work  be- 
came an  incorporated  institution  some  montlis  ago  with  five 
trustees,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  whose  names  are  a  guarantee  of 
safety  and  permanence,  and  the  way  is  thus  made  for  it  to  acquire 
and  hold  any  property  that  the  liberality  of  its  friends  may  put 
into  its  possession. 

During  tlie  past  year  the  Employment  Committee  has  continued 
its  endeavors  to  procure  situations  for  deserving  boys,  and  has  had 
fair  success  in  so  doing.    Some  of  the  boys  are  quite  capable  of 
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undertaking  office  duty,  and  the  institution  asks  the  attention  of 
its  friends  to  this  branch  of  its  work. 

The  matter  of  regulating  in  the  best  way  the  attendance  of 
helpers  at  the  rooms^  has  been  a  subject  of  much  thonght.  An 
effort  to  introduce  more  system  in  this  regard  -was  made  last 
winter.  The  effect  was  speedil}^  yisible  in  the  smoother  working 
of  details,  the  greater  efficiency  of  the  teachers,  and  a  marked  im- 
provement in  the  boys.  The  regular  duty  of  attending  one  eyen- 
iug  a  week,  assumed  b}'  some,  produced  the  usual  result  of 
mcreasing  their  interest  in  the  work.  It  was  finally  voted  that  the 
pastors  of  the  churches  should  appoint  committees  of  six  persons 
from  each  church,  who  should  divide  the  week  among  themselves 
according  to  their  convenience,  and  whose  duty  it  should  be  to 
attend  personally  at  the  rooms  on  such  evening  as  they  should 
select,  and  to  see  that  an  adequate  number  of  others  also  attended. 
The  benefits  of  systematic  action  have  thus  been  added  to  the 
volunteer  system  ;  but  we  wish  it  to  be  w^ell  understood  that 
volunteers  are  always  desirable  and  welcome ;  visitors  also,  who 
can  best  evince  their  interest  in  the  institution  by  giving  it  the 
encouraf  emeut  of  their  presence. 

The  overwhelming  disasters  and  distress  at  the  West  which 
aroused  the  sympathy  of  the  civilized  world  seemed  to  call 
urgently  upon  the  "  Union  for  Christian  Work to  justify  its 
name  by  joining  the  great  army  of  workers  for  the  relief  of  our 
suffering  countrymen;  and,  as  you  have  been  made  aware  in 
various  ways,  the  rooms  have  been  used  for  some  weeks  past  for 
the  reception  of  money  and  clothing.  A  goodly  number  of  con- 
tributions have  been  received,  and  shipments  have  been  made 
from  time  to  time  to  the  West.  Packages  of  clothing  still  come 
in,  and  we  invite  any  and  all  who  have  anything  to  dispose  of  to 
send  it  to  the  rooms,  whether  it  be  much  or  little.    We  shall  take 
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care  of  all  contributions  during  the  rest  of  this  year,  and  as  much 
longer  as  the  necessity  may  last,  or  the  disposition  to  give. 

Small  sums  of  money  have  been  collected  from  those  who 
frequented  the  reading-room  by  placing  a  box  at  the  door,  and 
even  the  boys  have  voluntarily  taken  from  their  little  stock  to  aid 
the  stricken  ones  at  Chicago.  If  the  widow's  mite  was  more  than 
all  else  that  was  cast  into  the  Treasury,  which  of  us  shall  under- 
take to  measure  the  pence  of  these  poor  boys  ? 

To  the  Treasurer  of  the  "Union"  we  are  indebted  for  a  wise 
and  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  of  this,  perhaps  the  mo&t 
onerous,  position  in  the  Board  of  Management.  With  total 
receipts  from  all  sources  of  over  $5,000,  and  disbursements  of 
over  $4,000,  we  close  the  financial  year  with  a  small  balance  in 
the  Treasury,  no  unpaid  bills,  and  a  reserved  fund  of  one  thousand 
dollars  deposited  in  the  Dime  Savings  Bank  and  drawing  interest. 
This  reserved  fund  we  deem  of  great  importance,  not  only  to  be 
kept  intact,  but  to  be  increased  ;  so  that,  ere  another  year  rolls  by, 
like  the  talents  in  the  parable,  that  which  is  now  one  thousand 
shall  have  become  two  thousand.  We  know  not  what  contingen- 
cies are  in  the  future,  but  we  may  nourish  the  hope  that  at  some 
time  not  far  distant  the  "Union  for  Christian  Work"  will  be 
found  lodged  in  a  building  that  it  can  call  its  own,  with  an  im- 
proved library,  with  enlarged  rooms  for  men  and  women,  boys  and 
girls,  and  with  all  its  present  features  of  entire  freedom,  but  ex- 
panded into  a  breadth  of  usefulness  which  will  make  all  we  do 
now  seem  but  a  beginning.  From  smaller  germs  than  this  have 
sprung  many  of  the  most  noble  and  beneficent  institutions  ;  and 
while  we  may  take  an  honest  satisfaction  in  that  which  we  have 
thus  far  accomplished,  let  it  not  obscure  a  just  comprehension  of 
the  possibilities  of  the  future.  It  may  already  be  that  we  have 
built  and  are  building  wiser  than  we  know. 

It  has  been  remarked  by  some  that  the  boys  presented  a  better 
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appearance  tlian  they  expected,  and  seemed  to  be  of  a  better  class 
tlian  the  "  Union"  ought  to  reach.  In  this  criticism  is  hidden  a 
good  word  of  praise ;  for,  while  it  is  true  that  good  and  cleanly- 
boys  find  the  rooms  attractive  enough  to  frequent  them,  the  great 
majority  are  those  whose  appearance  was  at  first  such  as  left 
abundant  room  for  improvement.  The  washing  apparatus  on  .the 
upper  floor  was  put  there  for  the  purpose  of  teaching  cleanliness 
of  person — orderly  deportment  was  made  a  condition  of  continued 
admission,  because  it  was  indispensable,  and  the  boys,  as  a  rule, 
are  now  both  clean  and  orderly.  If  it  be  true  (as  the  old  axioms 
say)  that  cleanliness  is  next  to  godliness,  and  that  order  is 
heaven's  first  law,  it  would  seem  as  if  the  Union  "  had  demon- 
strated its  great  usefulness  sufficiently  in  these  two  respects  alone. 
But  while  the  practice  of  these  virtues  is  inculcated,  there  is  no 
condition  of  first  entrance.  The  portal,  we  know,  is  but  narrow 
in  feet  and  inches,  but  the  welcome  to  the  lowest  and  the  most 
friendless  is  wide  and  free.  We  cannot  know  just  how  the 
tidings  that  there  was  such  an  institution  as  the  "  Union  for 
Christian  Work"  spread  among  that  queer  free-masonry  of  boys; 
but  spread  it  did,  for  they  came  quickly  from  all  quarters,  and 
they  come  now  ;  new  faces  in  the  reading-room  and  new  faces 
among  the  boys  up-stairs.  The  register  which  a  year  ago  had  run 
up  to  1800  has  grown  still  larger,  and  now  shows  that  nearly  2700 
boys  have,  at  one  time  or  another,  frequented  its  rooms,  shared  in 
its  benefits,  and,  we  may  hope,  carried  away  seeds  of  good,  to 
ripen  hereafter  in  some  way  serviceable  to  themselves  and  to 
society. 

Institutions  like  the  "  Union  for  Christian  Work  "  cannot,  like 
a  hospital,  produce  their  statistics  of  the  sick  and  the  cured,  the 
maimed  and  the  mended.  They  deal  with  the  mind  and  the  char- 
acter, and  their  successes  may  be  said  to  be  all  the  greater  because 
they  cannot  be  exactly  measured.    Our  register  increases  and  we 
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can  see  and  count  it  ;  but  we  cannot  see  or  count  the  silent  influ- 
ences wliich  these  boys  and  men  may  exert,  each  for  himself,  in 
directions  and  places  we  know  not  of. 

As  has  been  said  of  life,  it  may  be  said  of  society.  "  The  web 
of  it  is  of  a  mingled  yarn,  good  and  ill  together."  No  gloomy 
statistics  are  needed  to  show  that  the  mass  of  poverty  and  degra- 
dation, ignorance  and  vice,  is  almost  immeasurable ;  nor  any 
arguments  to  prove  that,  however  large,  it  must  be  grappled  with. 
The  cities  are  filled  with  haunts  where  vice,  in  forms  more  or  less 
gross,  spreads  out  its  temptations,  and  the  great  future  of  society 
depends  upon  the  antidotes  we  use  to-day — more  than  all  upon 
those  efforts  to  plant  in  the  fresh  minds  of  the  children,  who  are 
to  be  the  youths  and  men  of  the  future,  seeds  of  good  that  may 
grow  up  into  hardy  virtues  and  do  successful  battle  with  the  tares 
of  evil.  To  prevent  is  better  than  to  cure;  to  guide  the  early 
stream  wiser  than  to  dam  up  the  torrent.  Warmth  and  light, 
books  and  newspapers,  cheeifulness  and  human  sympathy  deal 
blows  at  the  power  of  vicious  temptations  a  thousand-fold  stron- 
ger than  all  the  arguments  on  the  abstract  beauty  of  virtue  that 
ever  were  written. 

Time  will  run  on  ;  and  it  may  bring  that  real  age  of  gold  when 
over  against  every  edifice  for  evil  shall  be  reared  a  nobler  one  for 
good.  Towards  this  consummation  have  we  bent  our  course  in 
establishing  the  "  Union  for  Christian  Work,"  and  it  is  made  un- 
sectarian  and  non -theological  that  all  may  join  who  wish  to  do  so. 

With  its  friends  and  supporters  united  and  of  one  mind,  "to 
look  up  and  not  down,  to  look  forward  and  not  backward,  to  look 
out  and  not  in,  and  to  lend  a  hand,"  it  must  go  on  in  its  path  of 
usefulness,  to  the  advancement  of  our  fellow-creatures  and  the 
honor  of  the  Christian  name. 
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